Grasshoppers in December by Rice, Marlin E.
Integrated Crop Management News Agriculture and Natural Resources
12-24-2001
Grasshoppers in December
Marlin E. Rice
Iowa State University, merice@iastate.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cropnews
Part of the Agricultural Science Commons, Agriculture Commons, and the Entomology
Commons
The Iowa State University Digital Repository provides access to Integrated Crop Management
News for historical purposes only. Users are hereby notified that the content may be
inaccurate, out of date, incomplete and/or may not meet the needs and requirements of the
user. Users should make their own assessment of the information and whether it is suitable for
their intended purpose. For current information on integrated crop management from Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach, please visit https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/.
Recommended Citation
Rice, Marlin E., "Grasshoppers in December" (2001). Integrated Crop Management News. 1922.
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cropnews/1922
Grasshoppers in December
Abstract
With tattered wings and a broken hind leg, this differential grasshopper was still alive on December 8. On this
date I found two grasshoppers in my yard north of Ames. They had survived several hard frosts in October and
then continued to beat the odds through a relatively mild November. Maybe this should come as no surprise
because 2001 was a very unusual insect year in Iowa, with a variety of pest problems rarely experienced.
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Grasshoppers in December
With tattered wings and a broken hind leg, this differential grasshopper was still alive on
December 8. On this date I found two grasshoppers in my yard north of Ames. They had
survived several hard frosts in October and then continued to beat the odds through a
relatively mild November. Maybe this should come as no surprise because 2001 was a very
unusual insect year in Iowa, with a variety of pest problems rarely experienced.
The presence of grasshoppers in December suggests that our pest insects that overwinter in
Iowa, such as corn rootworms, alfalfa weevils, and soybean aphids, are experiencing
environmental conditions that support a higher than normal survival rate so far this winter.
This extended survival could mean more problems from these insects next spring. However,
they still have January, February, and March with which to contend so the conditions could
change. As of today, the winter has favored the insects.
This article originally appeared on page 205 of the IC­486(25) ­­ December 24, 2001 issue.
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